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PREFaCk 


Even a cursory review of historical writing on the Punjab 
would show gaps in Sikh historiography. The historians of 
Sikhism have not paid serious attention to the emergence 

of various sectarian groups: the Minas or the followers of 
Prithi Chand, the eldest son of Guru Ram Das; the Dhir 
Malias or the followers of Dhir Mal, the eldest son of Baba 
Gurditta (eldest son of Guru Hargobind); the Ram Ratyas 

or the adherent’ of Ram Rai, the eldest son of Guru Har Rai; 
and the Udasis or the renunciant followers of Baba Sri 
Chand, the eldest son of Guru Nanak. The present work is 

an attempt to fill a gap in the history of Sikhs. 

Among the various sectarian orders in Sikhism, the 
Udasis eventually became more influential, particularly 
during the late 18th and early 19th century. Towards the 
end of Sikh rule, they were managing a very large number of 
religious institutions, including over a dozen of the 
important orthodox Sikh centres. Moreover, the period of 
late 18th and early 19th century appears to have been crucial 
in the development of the Udasi centres. The present study 
concentrates on the Udasis, their position in the context 
of the late 1&th and early 19th century socio-cultural 
history of the Punjab. The scope of the study is confined 


to areas under the direct rule of Maharaja Ranjit Singh 


The areas lying beyond the Satlej, with the exception of the 
districts of Ludhiana and Ferozepur, have been excluied. 


The present study focuses upon 'the establishments! of 
the Udasis, their organizational structure, beliefs and 
practices and the state patronage received by them. The 
first chapter provides the necessary background to the study. 
The Udasi establishments, their number, distribution, relative 
significance and their broad classification, keeping in view 
their nature, nomenclature and affiliation, have been studied 
in the second chapter. In the third chapter an attempt has 


been made to discuss the nature of state patronage received 


by the Udasis under Sikh rule. This relates to the broad 


categories of the grantors, their motives and aspirations 
in granting patronage, and the effects of pdrtranageon the 
socio-religious and economic condition of the Mahants and 
verall impact on the economy and polity of the times. 


its oO 


the fourth chapter relates to the organizational structure 


of the Udasis explained in terms of the nature of the manage- 
ment of the Udasi institutions, their vertical and horizontal 
both formal and informal, and the impact of State 


relations, 


patronage on their organizational links. The beliefs and 


practices of the Uaasis are discussed in the fifth chapter. 


Attention is paid to their ideas and concepts, the modes and 


objects of their practices in relation to ashes ami disposal 


and finally their celibacy, discipleship and 


of the dead body; 


1id 


Mahantship. The conclusion is followed by appendi 
ces, a 
comprehensive glossary and bibliography. The apvendi 

= x ces 
include excerpts from significant original sources 


The source materials used for the study broadly consist 
of the documentary and literary evidence without which os 
present work would not have been possible. The docuentss 
evidence, collected by the British administrators largely : 
during the period between the annexation of the panies and 
the Revolt of 1857, relates to dharmarth or revenue-free land 
grants of the Udasis, and is available in abundance in the 
1 archives of India, New Delhi and in Financial 


Nationa 


Commissioner's Revenue Proceedings in the old record 
s room 


at Chandigarh in the Punjab Civil Secretarist. This evid 
* vidence 


finds ample corroboration in the Khalsa Darbar Record 
Ss 


available in th 
evic ence includes the contemporary and near-contempo 
mporary 


e Punjab State Archives, Patiala. The lite, 
eBary 


dazef and non-Udasi works, both published and unpublish 
shed. 


The most impor tant Gurmukhi sources are Sant Rein Udasi' 
Sits 
Udasl Bodh in man 
Another category of evidence that deserves s l 
pecia 


uscript form and Gilani Gian Singh's Panth 


Parkash. 


attention relates to the Panda Vaht records or Genealogical 
rica 


Registers of the Udasis available at Hardwar and at oth 
er 


centres Of pilgrimage. 
ation on the Udasi Mahants, their centres, and th 
e 


The Panda-Vahis contain considerable 


inform 


nature of their anter-relations. Contemporary European t 
ravel 
an chronicles too have been used. So 
° me 


accounts and Persi 


published and unpublished dissertations and Ph.D. theses, 


in additdon to secondary books and articles, have been found 
useful, like Dr Surjit Singh Hans's doctoral work on 
Historical Analysis of Sikh Literature (1300-1890 a.D.), 
submitted to gGuru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar in 1980. 


The researcher has also visited some celebrated Udasi establish- 


ments for an on the spot study. 


In the completion of this work several individuals and 
institutions have been helpful. I am highly indebted to 
Professor J.S- Grewal, formerly the Vice-Chancellor of Guru 
Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, for inspiring me to do this 
york and also supervising this work with keen interest. My 


sincerest thanks are due to Professor Indu Banga, Head of 


the Department of History, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, 


nelping me from time to time with sug-estions and advice. 


I am thankful to Professor S.S. Hans, Dr Gurdev Singh and 


Shri B.S. Hira and other faculty members of the Department who 


deserve for helpful suggestions am encouragement. 


I am also thankful to the Librarians and Staff of various 


educational and research institutions: the Libraries of Guru 


Nanak Dev University, Sikh History Research Department at 


Khalsa College, Sikh Reference Library, Golden Temple, and 


Deputy Commissioner's Library at Amritsar; Punjab University, 


Punjab Civil Secretariat Library and Financial Commissioner's 


Record Office at Chandigarh; Punjabi University and Punjab 


State Archives at Patiala; and the National Archives of 
India, Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, Teen Murti House 
at New Delhi. Among Other individuals I am imebted to 
Mahant Amar Das of Village Bajjuman in Gurdaspur, Mahant 
Mukat Ram and Master Sukhdev Singh of Village Bhudan in 
Sangrur, and Pandit Shiv Parshad, the panda of the Udasis 
of Sangat Sahib at Hardwar. 


Cale har Siugh 


(SULAKHAN SINGH) 


Chapter V 


BELIEFS AND PRACTICES 


Literary works of the Udasis written or compiled during or 
before the 19th century, if analysed properly provide the 
most important evidence on their religious beliefs ang 


practices. As already mentioned, important among those 


available to us include their expositions of the various 
compositions of the Adi Granth, the Matras written or compiled 


on their own, their versions of the Janamsakhis and Gurbilases, | 
Udasi Bodh compiled by Sant Rein towards the end of Sikh rule, 


appears in this connection to be more significant than any 


other available Udasi work. Apart from expressing in detail 


et RD 


—. 


luqasi works available on the lives of Sikh Gurus and 
their bani include Surat Ram Udasi's Ustat Dasan Mehilan K4 
(MS 2300, Sikh History Research Library, Khalsa College, —— 
Amritsar), Sant Rein's Nanak Vijay Granth (MS 8544, sikh 
Reference Library, Golden Temple, Amritsar, and Nanak Bogn 
(MS Sant Rein Ashram, Bhudap, Tehsil Mele rkotla, Sangrur)— 
and Sewa Das UdasI's percigen eet een) Punjab Bhasha 

Patiala 1978. The matras of the Udasis are foun 
attrifited to Sri Chand, Almast, Balu Hasna and Bhagat Bhacuen 
in Matre Baba Sri Chand (MS/75, Rare Book Section, Cans Nana 
Dev University, Amritsar). Commentaries on the banl of sikh 
Gurus written around 1809 A.D. include Anand Ghan_Ugasi tg 
Gurbanf Tike (on Japuji, Siddh Ghosht, Anand and Asa Di yar) 
Ted Hattan Singh Jaggi), Punjab Bhasha Vibhag, Patiala 1970, 
Parmanand Udasi wrote Japuji Satik in Hindi in the 1850s, 
Amar Das Udasi wrote Maniprabha, a commentary on Sukhmani. 

h Wali Janams has been proved to be an 


i Sin 
Bhai Man Surjit Singh Hans, “Early Sikh Tradition", JRE, 


Udasi work: 
Vol I, 1989, 185- 


eg SRT et TIE 


tue 


Ugasis on theology and philosophy, it informs 


the views of the 
early 19th century self-image of the Udasis as 
2 


us about the 
well as their popular attitudes, beliefs and practices, 
There are other sources, no doubt, lke the account of 


the Udasi sects given by Major R. Leech in the 1849s of their 


‘peculiar tenets! and practices.> Scattered or casual refer- 


ences to the customs, beliefs and practices of the Udasis 


are found in some other contemporary and near contemporary 


poth in Fnglish and aunmulentie 


ce available in their own works, it would not 


sources, However, without the 


literary eviden 
be possible to know mu 


of Udasis under Sikh rule. 


ch about the ideas, beliefs am practices 


The Udasis showed great reverence for Baba Nanak and his 


the Nanak Panthis, and they showed great respect 


followers, 


a 


——ee 


2uaasi Podh, MS 1858, Guru Nanak Dev University, 
ab. It was compiled in 1858 by Sant Rein, 


tsar, If 
Amrl usar s 20° ot of the Sikh times. It is a Braj work 
It consists of tnirty- 


3nyotes on the Religion of the Sikhs and Other Sects 
inhabiting the Punjab", Foreign/Secret Consultation, 29 
December 1847, No. t+. 


4 bly among these are the_works of H.H. Wilson 
vod sees g Griffin, Ibbetson & Maclagan and 
Giani Gian Singh. 


Lepel H. 


i 


for the Adi-Granth. 


Sahib in Udasi institutions was very eommons” 


time, the Udasis had an exce 


Baba Gurditta, who were believed to 


to the adi-udasis: Almast, Balu Hasna, 


Furthermore y notwith 


and the Adi Granth, 
e of the indistinguishtabil 


the Ud 


doctrin 


or the unity of Guruship-« 


gnosis. By implicat 


texperienced' God was as go 


from the cyan-Ratnavall , popularl 


Singh but recently 


<p eiiaeaiee ete 


a by sri Chand and h 


lishe 
) after the death of hi 


Baba Nanak 


5 gne practice of keeping the Granth 


Goinda and Phul.” 


jon they believed that any Udasi who 


is follovers at Kartarpur (Dera 


At the same 
ptional regard for Baba Sri Chand and 


have passed on Guruship 


gtanding their reverence for Guru Nanak 
Asis did not believe in the Sikh 
ity of the ten Sikh Gurus 


They subscribed to a principle of 


od as the Gurus. This is evident 
y attributed to Bhat Mani 


proved to be an Udasi work of the period 


4 Gurdas's reference to the dehra estab- 


s father, Guru Nanak, also 


MS 1858, ff 309°°; H.E. wilson 
¢’ the Sikhs", The Sikhs ” 


} 
ant Rein 
S 1,—-5 Institutions © 
Major R. Leech, "Notes", 


"Civil and Ferre sium (1998)3 52 
Religion ? AS osiu 998), 993 
Religion + ret Cons ation, 20 December 1845, No. 144, 


6 1 Proceedings 
roreign/Politica roc oS, 
; {bid 


ay 10> No, 202, case . 
“t Ludhiana, 1878-8 ’ 63- a7 


413 GW. 


39 April 1832, No. 190, 


See 


So. zettie t Repo <tsenous Ta ucath 
emen 
also, ve fF In senous rducation in the Punjab, Part I 
’ 


Lietner, History 2 

Patiala 1970 reprint); 

“sant Rein, udasi Bodh, Ms 1858, ff 312° & 3132, 
Sour jit Singh pecig Roe 

185 and his Historical anatys L 

Guru Nanak jeistorteerty, auritsar WE, TE, 397-92, 


Sikh Tradition", JRH, Voll 
is of Sikh Literature, Ph.D. The sis 
505. 


eae : mr soe 


y 


ae ae 


shows their rejection of the principle of nomination to 


Avaboasiciie’ 


Indeed, besides the line of succession from Guru Nanak to 


Guru Gobind Singh, which was a nominal concession given to 


orthodox Sikh belief, the Udasis believed in a parallel, 


independent line of succession to the gaddi of Guru Nanak. They 


al lirks to Baba Sri Chand, through Baba 


eae 


traced their spiritu 
f the four dhuans in the 17th 


Curditta and the adi-udasis Oo 
10 


Be: | 
fg 4 
ag 

“4 
Be 
% 
aa 
Soe 
MS 
ash 
y : 
a 

ae & 
ey 
Fe 

4 


century, till the line reached the living Mahants. Writing 3 
nein ae i ee 
Ee - ad - - 
@ Yeiani Hazara Singh (ed), Varan Bhai Gurdas, Var 26, 
me -Pauri 33: 
a cwadt 3 fret de wetet SasT werent 
P Aisé sees Jos Crewe mpissent in Early Sikhism", PHCP, 
5 Also $64 6g0, 110 and 11 
p 
is 
4 We ant Fein, Udasi Bodh Bodh, MS 1€56, f 312b and 313a: 


Saif puta GeTAT yg af 
tae qu afe wae RYN 


eamt 2 era aS 
EH Us "Rfz1 49 | 


| Hrs 3781 sia H | 
| aq atsa Ja Yo UsTE1501 
se it de fore AEN 


coe for 2 eR PEN 


nid em uta adfesTl | 


~ 


| yr seu Sfe ufgaT1 STI! 


705 


towards the close of the 1&th century, Kesar Singh Chhibbar 
makes reference to the two darbars, or the two lines of 

4 Succession, that of the Sikh Gurus and that of Sri Chang 
Bay and his followers.'' The Udasis made certain claims which 
are historically difficult to uphold. For instance, they 
believed that Gurditta succeeded his father Guru Hargobing as 
the 7th Guru of the Sikhs and, in turn, nominated his gon Har 


Rai, the 7th Sikh Guru, as his successor, /@ It appears, 


nnn enrenenene wane 


Hat Hae uss Afers 

utfy fed Hat sat afer 

ffea ert I Ae 

25 We URU UES AGI S31 , 
3TH guts wret A Rte 
an Hefa SH ae Afr 

ane hg oH US A Ady 
ry Se Ret sa1541 

nfssn 2 fasfs feo SH 
vost yagt wa A aay 


aE OEE 
eS catenin 


12eant Rein, Udasl Bodh, MS 1858, ff 395ab ani 306a; 


ASat | foot fate gate @ arte aoe £35 amt 
uh fay Ao sees Ge UVTUIISSII 
aq WS A ag ofa ale AU SHI 
| em ua 32 us Ro Afsos ager OMI 54) 
Fe Bust) pfsa Huser fe ysUll 
| cafe? a et A wu! 
4 ofa: ret oft uget afer! 
a soft SR sunt RRer15501 | 


74 


therefore, that the Udasis were averse to certain fundamental 
beliefs of orthodox Sikhisn. 

The Udasis did not believe in the twin Sikh doctrine of 
Gurd @ranth and the Guru Panth or that Guruship was vested 
and the Granth after Guru Gobind Singh. Though 


in the Panth 
n of Sikhism was Vedantic, they were 


the Udasi interpretatio 
not averse to the idea of the Guru Granth, which helped the 


ruling classes more than the idea of the Guru Panth. '3 The 


aq ata BSTar i 

3 as oRT oT 
sua ofe AHSII 

=> gf A Bfe HISISE! 

em gofeg aaureti 


4 
Lor 


fsq 52 2 vet Hostel! 
aq ofa ote ag SU 
aa yS714 


Suet; uTa eafe3 afrwtet t 
52.3 act # O3teTII 
aq ofa ate a swt cei 
ga adda Aigcret 1590! 


m Guru Nanak to Maharaja Ranjit si 
a neh 
ev University, Amr sar 1962 (2nd edition), 5=d¢ 
Udasis in the Early Nineteenth 


an Singh "The io 
LIT, 1981, 339-42. 


137.8 2 Grewal, Fro 


Guru Nanak D 
Also see Sulakh 


Century", JRE, Vo 


= 


author of the Gyan-Ratnavali sets aside even the idea of 


L ee 
Guru cranth. | Instead, he hagps on the idea of shabad being 


God. 
Notwithstanding the reverence shown to the sacred Sikh 


scriptures, the Udasis believed in the Vedas, the Puranas and 


the Shastras, In addition, they had their Matras, or the 
secret principles, attributed to Sri Chand, Almast, Balu 


Hasna and Bhagat Bhagwan. These Matras expound their code 


of conduct, the way in which they were supposed to live, empha- 
sizing the qualities of the inner self rather than the formal 


outward eiubelas? Their attempt to equate the Matras of Sri 


ee A TN ET SOS, 


us Historical Anal 

Surjit Singh Hans, rical Analysis of the sikh 

Literature’ (1700-1890 A ADB.T, 8, 352 and 
1Suctra Baba Sri Chand, MS, No. 75, ff 916abi 


org nifssTat Bs satfents | 
mau fon av va wate | 
fins at deat, fant af cult 
ag ut ntade, AR SET 
wars fda, fsoA BST 

Sefy ar Qu, gaye Set 

nay at dst, Ag af Ret 
fami Met S IG Rot 

frye at agit, fds & Hews 
say Wwst S UIs AAT 

sap Nees, fsao u fort 
pega Heder 6 eT 

ay ane, fafes weet 

fifst Wad wSNe aoaretl 

may afar Met, fre feyst) 

ofg acta fet 3 usd TITUS 


th the Japuji of Guru Nanak in spiritual power clearly 


= Chand wi 
16 their versions of the Janamsakhis 


shows their heterodoxy. 
ir unorthodoxy. In this connection 


and Curbilases, reveal the 


we may refer to the Gyan Ratnavali 
Singh's Gur Gurbilas Dasvin_ Patshahi. 


attributed to Bhai Mani 
17 


Singh and to Sukha 


In their initiation ceremony, the Udasis differed from the 


The novice was suppose 
ve Udasi Mahants were washed; he was to follow 


Sikhs. q@q to drink the water in which 


ez © the toes of fi 


ee 
Wu ‘ys! fda Ja 


vod < aA got ON 
rata oft aet 8 vfs AR 
5 a B fess wie 
rg me, mde, Hautet 
3 Ret asset 
see ydasf Bo Bodh, f 310 as 


Sucty) ag wiweTtt Bs ETT! 
matty fs fay EST I 
By HT AY nurett | 


grat ge fi a RB seT ISSN 


Also, 


Vdasi_ Bodh, MS 1858, f£ 319a: 


l6cant Rein, -Cee———— 
au AM Ha J > eo), uty fed Ha Set Ber sant 


kh Literature (1500-1850 a.p.) 
a ee enna renner mermnnenes 


17a storical analysis of Si 
GID» 503-08. 


346-4857 39 25 417 


the instructions of Baba Sri Chand and to wear bhaewen or 


salmon-coloured clothes. He was also told to avoid two 
18 
His name was changed, and the new 


temptations: gold and women. 
name generally ended with Das or Brahm. '? At the endof the 


ceremony, the sweatmeat called halva was distributed among 


those present.“ 
The Udasis are known to have worshipped the idol of sri 


Chand and the samadhs of their Mahants, in addition to the 
Aai-Granth, the Hindu scriptures and the idols of Shiva or 
Vishnu.’ They also worshipped charanpadika and Nishan Sahip,22 
The practice of worshipping the ball of ashe (gole di puja) 

was popular among the Udasi followers of Sangat Sahib ana the 


nanga Udasi followers of Pritam Das.“3 The Udasis recited 


amend 


18 Singh, Panth Parkash, 1272; and ¢ 
Giani Gian oing PRaSo, ; ensus of 
India, 1911, Part I, vol XIV, 117. <Soo 


19c¢ensus of India, 1911, Part I, Vol XIV, 117. 
20 Hindu Tribes and Castes ( 
M.A, Sherring pole ae asves \as represented 
in Banares), VoL I, Trubner & U6. 1872, 265- 
24the Udasi sadhs living in the akhara of Balanarnd in 
the Amritsar ety Meee Hee ter ate ata perhaps 
their allegiance to the ug vat Fore 
because 2 27 May 1853, No. 219, case 5, ign/ 


Political Proceedings, 


22pandit Brahmanand Udasin, Guru Udasin Mat Darpan, 


1923, 86. 
23panth Parkash, 1278 and 1283. 


re ee septs 
apeaees a 


es 


some selected chhandas or couplets from their own Satotar 


or Panch Parmeshar immediately after their daily evening 
2k 


Arti, or the waving of the lamps, was over. 
The Udasis did chant the Kirtan Sohila, the Japuji ang 


the Rehras of the orthodox Sikhs; they chanted the Matras of 
Sri Chand and the various compositions of Kabir, Mira Bai ang 


Sur Das.°? Their practice of keeping the dhuni, or the 


countinuous fire, and their belief in the doctrines and 


practices of Hatha-Yoga clearly indicate their unorthodoxy ,“6 
For the attainment of salvation, they advocated more keenly 

=) 27 
the way of knowledge (syan). 


Instead of Boloji-Wah-i-Guru, the Udasis adopted gajo Ji 


Wah-i-Curu, as directed by Mahant Pritam Das. They greeted 
one another with pairin_paina or matha tekna.“” The Udasi | 
attitude towards the disposal of the dead body was not uniform. : 


Though they largely followed the Hindu way, some of them followed 


2yahant Mukat Ram Giani and Kaviraj Ram Das Vaid (eq) 

Sri Sant Rein Ganthavali (containing Sant Rein's Man Parbogh 
and Anbhat Am Sagar), Sri Sant Rein Ashram Bhurdan Maler- 
Kotla, Pepsu » 1953, 4-3. | 
i 

25. : ts of the Hindus, 149-50. Fort ast 
Religious Sec ’ r_the Udasi 
belief ye-Rirtan Sohila, Japuji and Pehras, see Udast Bodh, — 
1858, £ 3192. - | 
“6H. M | 
Janamsakhi, C1 


27ugasi Bodh, MS 1898, ff 1-329. 
"Notes", Foreien/Secret Consultation, 
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